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THE BIBLE MAN’S CONVERSION < Gideon Hou

| have always known Jesus. | recognized His sacrifice and that His gift of salva-
tion is free for all. However, there is a difference between knowing God’s Word and
understanding God’s Word. | knew the Bible, | have probably spent more time
memorizing verses and studying the Bible more than most people in elementary
school. | used to be called the “Bible man” at school and church. | thought | had a
gift; a gift of knowledge and wisdom, however my gift went only as far as knowl-
edge. | was arrogant. | believed | only belonged with the most outstanding Chris-
tians in fellowship. | hated to come to church. | could not stand to attend church
with people | did not believe to be true Christians. Many brothers and sisters who
attend this church...l once did not trust. However, as | reluctantly came to church at T used to be called the “Bible man”
the will of my parents, | saw God’s work through people; as this church grew in fel-
lowship and numbers, | realized | was wrong. | felt ashamed of my judgment on this  (baptized on Easter Sunday, April 4th)
church. | still hated to come to church though; not because | did not trust this church
or because of arrogance, but because | was ashamed. Even though people all welcomed me with open arms, | could not
bring myself to reciprocate. | could not accept myself. It is hard to explain this feeling, | knew what God says in the Bible
about love and forgiveness, but at the same time, | could not understand it. One night | dreamed myself as the prodigal
son. When | woke up, | finally realized the meaning of God’s love. God accepts me for who | am no matter what | have
done, said, or thought. It took me years to understand the simplest truth of God. Now here | am, waiting to be baptized.t

LOOKING INTO MOSES’ EXPERIENCE < Robert Chu

As | read the book of Exodus 2, | observed how the Lord walked through with Moses to
| commission him to lead His people out of Egypt. Moses at first did not accept the Lord’s
challenge to have him led His people out of Egypt. He had all the excuses and one by one
| he named them out. The Lord was very patient as if He held him by his hand and taught him
about who He is and showed His power. However, Moses still rejected the notion to lead the
| people. With it the Lord’s loving kindness was still shown. He appointed Aaron to be his
il mouth piece and Moses still needed to accomplish the task.

To serve the Lord, we need to know His love, His truth and mercy. To simply put it we
—=22" need to accept His salvation first prior to serve Him and experience His saving grace. In the
first part of this chapter Moses asked the question: “How do they know you have sent me? “ The Lord had him thrown
the staff in his hand and it became a snake. He asked him to pick it up not by the head but by the tail — the dangerous
way to handle a living snake. And Moses did and it turned back to a rod. As if one miracle was not enough, the Lord
asked Moses again to put his hand in his cloak and it turned into leprosy, white as snow. The leprous disease is like our
terminal cancer. At the time there was no cure and people had to shout “unclean” in order not to spread it to others.
Then, there was the third miracle but the Lord just mentioned to Moses. That is to turn Niles water into blood. (I guess
the Lord did not want him to do right away because of the extensive damage to the Egyptians). The Lord wanted Moses
to reaffirm who He is and Moses had to pass the faith test.

When we fly in an airplane, the stewards will normally go through how to use the oxygen mask. They always quote
one practice, which always puzzles me. That is, we need to put on our masks first before putting them on our children. |
always wonder why we are so selfish. Our kids are very important and as a parent we know we need to sacrifice for our
kids. And in this situation we want to save them first. But putting the masks on them before us seems not the practice we
should adapt. However, when asking one of my pilot-friend he told me that it is important to do so, for we only have less
than five minutes in such a fall as the airplane dives. We will be fainted if not enough oxygen reaches our brain. In the
same token, if we do not know Him nor understand His power — His saving power, how can we serve others? (fo page 8)
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continue from page 6

It will be like a car with perfect engine but no gas. So, the lessons the Lord went
through with Moses by picking up the snake and leprous hand were to teach him the
power of God. We can serve if we know Him intimately. 8/6-9 GHAR

(

(

(
So, you think Moses would say, “Okay. I'll do it,” after the two miracles. He did 8/15 (AT
not. His excuse was that he’s inadequate. The Lord then reminded him who He is — 54 G
G
(
(

ot

the creator of all, the mouth, the ear and the eyes. He also assured Moses that He
would help him talk and teach him what to say. But, Moses yet rejected and told God 8/21 (8
to send everybody else but himself. The scripture said the Lord’s anger was upon g¢/109 GET
Moses. However, you did not see God strike Moses right away. Instead He told =
Moses that Aaron would use his mouth piece. And He would still use both of them to 912 (EH)  HA/HDERELRTF
accomplish His work. Then at the end God told Moses not to forget the staff. | won- 9/18 GE/S) Bt |w k&R0
der what the whole story of Moses would be if he obeyed and just did it. But, | think R —
the bible recorded the event so that we know God’s work has to complete regardless 10/22-23 Bt IR
of whether we involve or not. The one who misses out most is not the Lord, of 10/24(£H) Bi#aHES) [
course, but us. We would not experience His presence and our faith would not grow. 44,59 GE7i) Harvest Festival
So, to exercise what our spiritual gifts we’ve received from God benefits us the most.

11/25-27 Wk e R R R s

In conclusion, it is a privilege to serve God. By serving Him we experience His i i
presence and also our faith will grow through it. The benefit of serving Him is us. If 12/12(EH) BesfiILE e
we choose not to we miss out. Serve God whenever we can.t 1217 GHTL) SuaEimeér
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