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Gods Trangforming Power

« Jeff Koh

y wife Angela and | came over from CCIC North Valley as part of the church plant a little over a year ago,

and | am one of the youth counselors now at Tri Valley. What a fabulous and challenging year it has
been for everyone. Since we do not have a permanent church site where we can call home yet, everyone has
to “live out of our luggage” sort to speak. This includes carrying and setting up the sound equipment every
week, bringing all the AWANA boxes every Friday night, practicing and rehearsing for worship at odd hours and
places to accommodate everyone as well as opening up private homes for home group and youth meetings
(adults and youth alike). Thus far, we've not heard or seen anyone complain about the hassle as well as the
extra work involved. Everything always seems to work out well in sunny as well as rainy days....Praise The
Lord!

| want to mention three individual youth whom | will identify as Boy X, Y and Z. | also encourage Tri Valley
members to talk to their parents, pad these three kids on their backs and let them know that they are doing a
wonderful job growing closer to God and continue to seek after God with all of their hearts.

Boy X is someone that came over from CCIC-NV with his parents. | recall he did not have too many
friends there and he would always seem very rebellious (e.g. sitting down on the chair while everyone else was
standing up during worship) and unapproachable. His parents felt that by coming to Tri Valley, perhaps God
would transform him into a more amiable and Christ-loving kid. Wouldn’t you know it, within just a few months
of coming to TV, Boy X became the main attraction with the youth at TV and he even got baptized by the end of
2009. Since that time, Boy X has continued to be a good example to the other kids such as being the first to
stand up during worship instead of sitting down (even though he is not a good singer...yet :-). He is always the
first one who is willing to help out where and whenever there is a need.

However, Boy X got himself into some trouble recently which was not a good example for the other kids, but
we are thankful that he was able to realize it and correct the problem in a timely manner. As we all know, no
one is perfect even as baptized Christians. We all still make mistakes but the important thing is that we do not
make the same mistake and are willing to seek God’s forgiveness so that we can live a life that is worthy of
God. Lastly, | would hope that Boy X try to remember to bring his bible to church more often and do less jive
talking when possible. In so doing, he will be almost perfect as indicated in Matt 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Boy Y is a talkative and inquisitive Pleasanton boy that his mom would always ask me if he was causing
any trouble in the youth group at the end of our meetings. However, within the last year, God has really trans-
formed Boy Y so that he does not “conform to the pattern of this world but transformed by the renewing of the
mind” (Rom 12:2) in becoming a God-loving and seeking individual. He was baptized at the same day as Boy
X back in December of 2009. Since then, he not only committed himself to serve on the worship team but is so
talented that he taught himself (may have received some free lessons from other youths as well) how to play
the electric guitar, drums, cajon and other musical instruments. He is now giving musical lessons to other kids
free of charge. In addition, God has really taught him how to pray as he does such a fabulous job in leading
prayers during worship that really comes from the heart. Boy Y still likes to kid around, act silly at times and
yes, he still loves to talk.... :-) As with Boy X, | would like to see Boy Y remember to bring his bible to church
more often. | recall one of the Sunday school teachers asked him recently why he did not bring his bible on
Sunday, he pointed to his head and indicated that he memorized it all in his head ©. | truly believe that his par-
ents are also seeing how God has transformed their son as his mom no longer asks me now whether his son is

still causing any trouble after our meetings ©. g
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Boy Z was a very shy and soft spoken boy when he first came to CCIC-TV youth group. Due to his shy-
ness along his gentle passive nature, a lot of kids would make fun of him and make him feel bad at times. |
believe his parents also felt a change from their old church environment might be helpful and allowing him to
have a fresh start. Within the last year, we have seen tremendous transformation taking place with Boy Z. He
is actually a very smart and talented boy. He plays the piano very well and participates actively during Sunday
school and bible studies. Boy Z has gotten more and more respect from other kids as he recently just won the
Geography Bee Contest from his school. Therefore, if you need to know where any place in the world is lo-
cated, just go ask him. I've asked him a few hard ones myself and he got them all right. He is the “real thing”!

Boy Z always remembers to bring his bible to church (unlike Boy X and Y) and is well versed with his bible.
In addition, his favorite seat for the Sunday worship service is on the first row. He loves to play games and be
involved and interacts with all the other kids. Most of all, | believe that he now no longer feels as shy but is
very comfortable as being part of the youth group. The only thing that stood out with Boy Z is that sometime
he would go off into a space of his own (e.g., splitting a plastic cup into even slices or cleaning the communion
cups instead of throwing them away.) | recall that at times, he would mention occasionally that some kids
from school would still make fun of him because of his shyness and soft spoken nature. However, my recom-
mendation for him was to read Matt 11:28-30 which says: “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and |
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Therefore, with his soft nature along with
his gentle and humble heart, he will do just fine as he continues to be molded and transformed by God.

God is also working and transforming other youth from our church which we do not have the opportunity to
mention here. Our youth group is by no means perfect and still needs to grow and work together in the coming
years. We will need your continuing support and prayers. One particular challenge is that many kids only at-
tend fellowship on Friday nights, but are unable to come on Sunday for one reason or another. Our prayer is
to encourage and invite their parents to come and join us for Sunday worship and learn more about our won-
derful and loving God.nﬁ)\

Can you find Boy X, Y, Z in these pictures?

Hints:
Boy X is a football player as well as star wrestler on his High School
team.

Boy Y is always cheerful, energetic and plays the cajon during worship.

Boy Z is shy and gentle among his peers.
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F S Y S S S Y 3¥ S¥

Reflection of the Christmas Play 20710

s Angela Koh

raise the Lord that CCIC-TV has been planted in the Tri-Valley area (Pleasanton, Dublin and San

Ramon) for just over a year now. Brothers, sisters, youth and even children alike have gotten used to
the routine of not having a permanent place where we can call home yet. However, everyone is coping well
with the need to make sure all the preparations, equipment set-up as well as logistics are all set and in place
prior to any meetings and events. God has shown His grace and mercy upon our new church and we are
certain that one day God will provide us with a permanent place where we can all gather and worship Him in
the Tri Valley area.

Speaking of events, | want to share the joy of the past 2010 Christmas celebration with North Valley
CCIC, our mother church. Since Tri Valley did not have the facility or man-power to prepare for our own
Christmas play, we took the great opportunity by having the entire North Valley church come to support us -
Mandarin and Cantonese adult choirs, children choir, Coffee Talk and talented youth actors!

Although the weather was not cooperating that day, it was raining and cold. However, all the props, stage
setup logistics and the rehearsal all went successfully without a hitch. By the time we started at 7 pm, | was
amazed that we had a full house in the auditorium at Pleasanton Middle School. The stage background and
wardrobe design were spectacular with a lot of details and hard work that went into them. It was very touch-
ing to see how brothers and sisters joyfully greeted each other like welcoming a close family member who
has been away from home. Joy and happiness filled the air in the room and also reflected on everyone’s
face.

The beautiful unison voices from children’s choir drew some cheerful smiles from the audience. The chil-
dren and adult choir both chimed in at the right time to add to the fun-filled spirit of the play and made it so
meaningful. The countless hours of rehearsal and practice from the cast were revealed in the play. The
Christmas play not only touched the heart of the adults but the children as well. To my surprise, there were
two kids who sat quietly in front of me throughout the entire play.

Each actor did a wonderful job of playing the role as the meaning of Christmas was unfolded in a live
manner. The three angels were so adorable. They had the best costume design in the play. All of them did
such a wonderful job in playing their respective roles that they had the whole audience glued to their seats
throughout the whole play. All in all, | would say that everyone had a great time and was able to learn a bit
more about the true meaning of Christmas.

After the play, Pastor Eugenei gave-a brief but powerful message on the meaning of Christmas which
touched many people. Another highlight of the night was the 40 feet long buffet style table filled with all
kinds of delicious finger food; snacks; fruits and drinks prepared by many families. = Thanks to Sister Jane
for coordinating this important food preparation as it would not have been the same if there were no refresh-
ment that evening. ©

As we try to wrap up the night, everyone joyfully chipped in their big and small efforts to tidy-up and clean
the facility. Even little Ethan helped out with the big broom to clean up the place ©.

What an amazing night it was to see true Christian love and dedication from everyone to make this event
ful. M Il the glory be gi to God! NN
so successfu ay all the glory be given unto Go A&\ e
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To build up Chinese Christian families in Tri-valley with the Word of God, and

to pass down the love and teachings of Jesus through generations.



