AR

RME 2011 258 » TEMIRSFRERMEER =
KEE N EE R AR ARERE &
DA BRI 5L # AWANA £ % 13 3% 202 A - SEFEAR
BEHFRESFENAE 164 AN o FAME I U
R B[R AR A 5 h0 75 T 53t B A X2 (o0 FH RTIHS
BHEr A gar
1£ 2011 FERTPERMGEIE TP I{E Koll
Center [J— /AL » KEEME T VYU A RERELE 7738
{E ~ BGHIERPIFIE RS - EREGERME DR R
W% & > SEHHET R SRR GG S EE R A -
SR » AR AR R A 22 T A DB A v S AS
CUP Hy#8HEs - {138 21% » HATEHEE BB 5020
Franklin Dr. 2R » (HE )73 H K S RER
B S RARHERE A HE -
FELAK » R¥E TR ES IR 0

%’%%@*m%%%ﬁE@ﬁkoAﬂ‘ﬁgﬁl

WEABHIEE 5020 FEEE—fH 5064
Franklin Dr. » KGR EF AT IR B N
B THRERR > KEFA(E 11/22/12011 % T \%
Bl HAPBIRE R T A 120 RZWN —=Y,
A58 {H F#ERE (CUP) FIBENSE R {5 o
FEFA] (PUD) - HAMHHEE RMZEE B E
{3 B - L PR ST AR -
BRI IR 8 - FAMEOK SR
TR TR R ARG RETE 12/16/2011 &

B

%I Pleasanton Hifif##3¢ CUP 1 PUD 1) & = —

FHEE B ORE o B R S s —
(12/19) Z3IK T — L i1 5 R A B B A A&

pe
PN

AEEHFEE
IC-TRI VAL

2l
)

SR (ES T AT - ST (AT
S I e B 7= A BERE 2 A Sy
S I S T AR TEI 2l » F M
SHABE TREMHE ) LEHE

1. SRR ST M S T AR A B A TER s -
WVEORWRE G 3 - DUERAMRYFRGER AT LIE 2 H g
e AR B - ARG —UIER -

2. SRR SF A B TRERT RIS NER - 52T
SR G T AN B 20 2R 22 i ZEATEHE o

3. SRMIGRST A ELART A BT ER - v DEERAMLUE
PR THR AR SEAYIME AR ©

4. SRAFERSTHATH SRR B R e F M A BR A TH
SRR I A S (i

FERS SRR - (M SR AR A B Bt
ME o MUREREF 2 — BRI ~ ALIEAEE K CCIC KA
B 0lh ik HOOSEERIZRRR o 215 ERE - AR
U 202 & o 5 EIAEE R EER - SRERD)
HAIREAE = FIERAC T ETS 220 BB - A5
Gl > IS S MBS B E L S E L 4,

5064 Franklin Drive, Pleasanton



— AN AR 0 =R g
wn BT T — (B BRI BE W & S FE o Brg AR
BEHER ~ DA GAEE BB 56 bk - A B LD > ¥
B HERR s B~ BMEEERE R B OUE
B o B KRR BLI A » i ERRS IEE e 2 22 H
DHIRER o 1Y - BEFLEATE 2 R AR
BRI —{EET H o & s DURRER B B A= £ o0 5L 8k
NAMEEE S AR H 3R B > sCHaEY) » 1R LR
% o BEAERIBUR R 2R BRI R A L A
BRI T a] SR B R R SR o HUR A AT KRy
TS B R 2 R B R 2 T B OB B i) B IR
2 0 AT S A0 T A 2 12 KR R HI R BB
HIREAE ©

SAEAE 580 HR RIS E T B = Ay  HE
3L T—{EEEEEE © “Jesus Is the Reason for the
Season!” HE k35 /2 18 {f = 16 2= 6 09 ME — #%
H ) o BOATEIIREER BRI ER - BB
FEE LHREAELE YRR A - MFE R “Z” BT o
8 = BB ARTEER “TREE” o TR0 H
M an EHIEREE o & Z R M E GG B — (R Y
A o BT E HRR R LA RS » REEIE “EEEZ
SRR AT {E EERERA o7 EERERE
HRGR BB RO A - SRR Aa TH N B 1R R 55 B A AR By
Y o IRt YIS MI LAEE SR AE A TTRT 700 FETHS
i THA—BEZARMMAE A —TFTHLERM
HAELE M B L o e LM B4 > KL
BEERGAY > KA > Ao TG E o 4 KILE AR
PUEEFEIRE - BB ER R R B M4 - M=
Ptk 52

<& : DU P HELLRRUE - i H M TR
JUHRPRRGE

offt LI E S FRRE > FA a2 EiEsl
B AR ST 1A

*2EEMM - LIy RE o (R ~BRE il HLEX[E
A s

o KTERISR « 1l LIZE A M) B 28 B I 1 - S A
1IERG7 - Jie FAMTARSEL L&Y R - ke MK
RN s

+HIFMIB : HE LU R - B ATRELE
HIRIZE o SERIPAMER B » R ABLfH - ABiC
IR o

WM EAE — V)R R s BRIy - MO SeE
RERIE ?

RN - [ AEVE AHEYIRIE S - (BT
{MERRERS G » K Z RIS ERUTEY) )@ MR HI R 2
EWta A o JARE A R AH - RS
21 o BRI ORI E R 2L HIR - AR EEY A
LURR#S @ 4= H B HEARITE 2 AP B & H ik B 55 HY #6
Py g E C Ryt b o B2 AR RS SR
B AR BLUERG H 2 - BRI SR B A
o35 o LR A 2150 8 R A I E R AT & £ ! s




=X

{eRBEXM

o
i
i

/WEEFFL AR o B WA LA RN OGRS
BUEEA - REHETIBEEN SR » S S
— ([ FBHERERD « EE “RLORFET Ko gg
TR AR S — O R R R 2 5 B RE O
R MEBREEER : E “ILa" K e C Tl
B AER R R o 8 AR S/ NI RV ES - FE AR
K IEEREWRESZHIE e g g2t
TEfi H OB K8 Bk B —EAE A - A8 B
2 > FEA G HOE A PTREMY) S L2 MR e £l
1£ 60 WA » FERATE LT o EHEBIZR
it “HE B BBOR S REERRE TR LR T 2K
TERR T — (LR E £ o BESE ) Hh N BEAER T — {8
+ o FEBUE R R » B T HEREROR B2
RN ELKMEE T > HHRMFERPE - B
Tl 5e 2280 Al = TR — ) o FESERBA M8 2 —
) » Al ARE AfSEthr =% » B8 e m iy .OfF -
RESR A B O 88 (AR - 0 F B - B ZE
fhe “MHSEREE" o BER > BIRLEEER
H AR G RE N AL GRHAH—RE HaE - T
BEREFRIEDR 2L  BUERIAEESK » 38 RGPk T
BESLHRZ DRMIAS » 5 > JigTs o 22l o 122K 0 &
KHE 2 3 BlRF BIFKBURWKAE ~RHA MRl E B3 -
91 FhAE GG K EFRLUGEH 20 - SAHD
B LB VAR SE B Bl Je A — AR TS - RBRS FE K
K o IFEERT#5 74 RA (Research Assistant) 1]
B BR T REE > ZAMERIA T LIERE H 5 4205
i o8 T —4 » EER AR » BMTHEEEW
SifIHIHIE R Bk % » Bt — i8I » th—8
R — (B SE B R EAHIH — R K 20 7% - T B OHp
fig B B e A B S S BB BB TAF > Fthe] DG
e Hp I AR B R AR OR— A 5 A B B A o

TS ZH A Ty 7% SR fe 45 5] b ad o35 |
(S 16:9) > R TEl{E s &R B2 AT N[
> REEZUER A LN T » ARFHEM R - SeE
R - B LERFICCEEE L - ERRECH
MEERBITISELT T - BRAFHHEPUG > 38 Preschool »

LA “FEfE” o FEEER o FRA— TR
BAta 2K E2R T (I llinois M%) Kindergarten j& 4
RKiy) BT LIEEET -

ERFH TS HRE B ZE T B —(Es% T
KA T - EZTEREER ARG - KRR
AT AOERERA - MEHAEEZ g <2
fTALEE B CR L] » BN EAEFA 54
BERFKEER LT B AGHHIYTT SEIF B AL 1O
BHRRERESR 2 (18 (I A # RAEIIMLIE 1997 - 25 1]
M PSR TR ) o EEEEFRIERE LR
R A PREEE -

A—K > BEETFEL A “(HF" KHE - BE<E
SRR R EE [ HECS R — e KER ¢
—{E AR ERE &R AR - AET-hi L ~ 55
187 ~ WATESF o PSR EERE U B S A 22 T
AEERE LR - RS EAL TG H AR A (B
N SLERHHIR ~ AR IRFPESEEE - (EREE
bR LR ENE 2 B B R E £ im0 ? bR
TAeR ~ VA~ Fm G - i A H CRIRIE | E R
B AEE R AE AR » Ho O 1 —
REERItE S« AW > HoOERRUR RAFHY > HEFTRHY
B RS S LA R B o RMOUEEME 175
A5 T HRAIA

H HERPR PR — kil » SAMRE] THY 2 o B REE %
0 FFL ARIBE IR L - ARZ KK MPEREERE AR T
EYERR -Fts AR E B R RS -F—K
—IRE S S EERHERE - 585N FIEIA Entry Level
WIMPRLTAERD o 8 IEAFE G 3 - PRI A LB =
BT (HEERRGEMRL » 1 BAE FP A 2R TR
B o bR B BORHRRPR H A ROD Iy » hadas—Lt
REHBIREFERNE AR » EEABERETZ T
1E » HEFIPR B Ut At HE R A R TR

LPEREE 5 7 AR e R TR A T - BN
Bt - AR B T o FgKEI IR TR - 1R
o T RtE T o SEIREE T o MIREEE A WA
TREERA GG 2 Fo0H ) b [l RERSR AW > f3fa X
FERRAER ° HHEMHEBEER D > (HIRAKEE K
EFRPRLA -

HRFIK 5 52 1 L E2H) T - FABR AR EAESKHY
IRFFel 1 > $ BT RTKE © Zofs— {0 B =t
EEEOGE G - AR EE SR ERME - K
SRR HNER o 56— RIKEERR R © ST AT B0
TEE ¢ BB - Y E S - BN b B
REAE OG- SRR B > ShAE A
(@BE78)

—HRR 3




Ouwr Deciscon Pacut

+* James & Jennifer Li

(when Larry called and talked to us about baptism,
we were initially hesitated, wondering what it really
means. The same question was asked before, we found
ourselves knowing so little about Jesus and the Bible that
we were simply not ready. But this time it's different, after
some light discussion between us, we decided to be bap-
tized together on Dec. 11. 2011. It's an unusual decision
based on our experience, but it's also a natural decision
for what we are hoping for the future.

We both came from mainland China, and knew nothing
about Jesus and the Bible until just a few years ago. It
first started with a biased view without being involved in
any Bible study. Reading the first book of Genesis proved
to be challenging, adding additional doubts with our sci-
entific background to correctly understand the Bible, to a
degree that | had to quietly shelve my kid's Bible book
from her preschool. In the meanwhile, each of us trusted
ourselves so much that we started to drift away from each
other in dealing with many things in our daily life. Rela-
tionships between older generations and us, and between
ourselves were being strained, and we were under siege
by ourselves, and couldn’t get out easily. Fortunately we
started to be involved in Bible study and other church ac-
tivities, from which we found a lot of strength, courage,
and guidance.

Coincidentally, | was reading “Decision Points” by
President Bush, he candidly described his own youth
troubles, and at one point considered reading Bible as
self-improvement to make himself a better person and
attending church a family tradition. That's exactly what |
wanted: “to be a better person”, but without faith and
commitment. But why couldn’t I, as a mediocre and un-
known citizen without any significant contribution to the
society, to embrace the grace of God? | was dawned. |
needed to do something, | started learning more about
Bible, started to hear the powerful yet simple message in
the Bible. | learned from “the parable of laborers in the
vineyard”, and “the parable of the sower”, that being a
true leader is being a servant. | am so surprised to see
the summed fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Isn’t it what we are striving for each and every
day, for ourselves and for our children and children’s chil-
dren? There is only more to gain, with nothing to lose.
That’s the beauty and power of God’s salvation!

Also during this time, we are having a new baby boy.
We received so much blessings and love from the church
community that we believe they are God’s powerful glory
and grace. We are grateful for our newly arrived healthy
baby boy, we are grateful that our parents have helped
out so much at home and our kids are growing well, and
we are grateful that we find this incredible community of
sharing burdens and caring for each other. We start to
find faith in Christ.

| also found it’'s equally valuable in workplace. Applying
values from Bible makes work more enjoyable, helps es-
tablish better relationship with co-workers with diverse
background and varying personality, and positively influ-
ences overall career developments that are under pres-
sure and subject to change constantly. After all, we are
spending at least one third of adulthood at workplace,
how important it is to make it as enjoyable and fruitful as
other activities. Time has become more scarce resource
than ever before, and there is never shortage of things to
do at home and at work. However, there are fundamental
teachings in Bible that can help us balance the work and
life and become a contributing member while enjoying the
harvest of hard work.

So the baptism is our humble beginning in search of
eternal purpose of life, we are so happy that we’ve found
the right path. The path may be winding, and we may get
lost on the way, but God’s grace will save us, will bring us
back to right place, all we have to do is to learn and follow
God’s words, it will give us simple directions that allow us
to do a good job at work, rearing good children, accom-
plish something bigger than ourselves. Despite inexperi-
enced learning of Bible, we start to find ultimate compass
of life in Christ. We believe our decision is well made./)ﬁ,\

James, Jennifer, Christine
Audrey, Brian



j was born in Tai-
zhong, Taiwan. My
_ parents migrated from
" mainland China to Taiwan
= with the Nationalist govern-
E “ment in the late 1940’s and
were introduced to Christianity by our neighbors. Since
then, our family went to church regularly and learned
about this new and foreign religion.

When | was about ten years old, our home was burned
to the ground by an electrical fire which started in our
neighbor’s home. My mother was out that day and all the
kids were at school. When the fire first started, my father
was the only one home and he went to help put out the
fire. However, the fire was fierce and spread quickly and
consumed our home as well so we practically lost every-
thing. The church pastor visited us and he basically took
his clothes off and gave to my dad. In addition, the
church as a whole provided for many of our family’s
needs while we recovered from this unfortunate disaster.
| was touched by their love, care and affection which left
me a positive perspective on Christianity.

As | grew older, my family had an opportunity to go to
Libya, Africa. My father was a part of the Taiwan medical
team consisted of about a thousand doctors, nurses and
their families. They were sent to help build hospitals, train
medical personnel and provide medical treatment to the
sick. Most of the children including myself and my sib-
lings were sent off for schooling on the island of Malta
(the same island that Paul was ship-wrecked, stranded
and bitten by a snake in Acts 28:1-6). However, the
boarding school was Catholic and we were taught by
priests and also lived with them. At the time, | did not
really comprehend the difference between the Christian
and Catholic faith and just went along with everyone else.
However, having been exposed to attending mass on a
daily basis enabled me to gain better understanding of
the two religions. | saw how the Catholics worshiped vari-
ous apostles and elevated people to sainthood (e.g., Jo-
seph) and use the Virgin Mary as intercessor to talk to
God. This later convinced me that | was on the right track
of being a Christian since | could pray to God directly
without having to have so many intercessors.

It was not until 1969 when many of the kids (now
known as the Gang from Libya ) all came to various cities

with CHRIST

%+ Jeff Koh

in the U.S. to pursue and continue our education. My
brothers and |, plus a few others ended up in Seattle, WA.
It was in Seattle during my high school years that | started
to attend church regularly again. | was introduced to a
local Christian church through some friends and attended
youth group every Saturday morning. We had wonderful
youth leaders who taught us the fundamentals of the
Christian faith (e.g., God is the creator of the universe,
the birth of Christ, Jesus’ death and resurrection, the Trin-
ity, the importance of evangelism). Besides attending
weekly bible studies and Sunday worship, our youth lead-
ers also took us out to play football, Frisbee, ice-skating
and other fun activities. It was something that | looked
forward to weekly and | really enjoyed the fellowship as
well as learning about God. It was then that | decided to
get baptized and be a Christ follower.

Later when | graduated, | went to a college which was
about a hundred miles from Seattle. However, it was
there that | became a static Christian. It is estimated that
more than 70-80% of church-going kids that goes off to
college no longer attend church. I lived in the dorm and
instead of going to fellowship or church on weekends, |
hung out and partied with my roommates and classmates.
We spent a good portion of our college lives attending
parties, watching movies, playing games, drinking, hang-
ing out with friends and enjoying the “worldly pleasures”.
All this time, | did not have any desire to go back to
church and stayed away until | graduated from University
of Washington. In 1978 | left for sunny California since |
was tired of the rainy and gloomy Seattle weather, not to
mention that | wanted to seek out more “worldly pleas-
ures” that awaited me in Southern California.

I managed to work for a few companies to stay self-
sufficient. Yet, all along | still had no desire for church
and just lived it up anyway | could. Eventually everything
became old and seemed to come and go with no sense of
purpose and meaning for me “l have seen all the things
that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless,
a chasing after the wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:14) | was des-
perately seeking for a sense of belonging and something
permanent to hold on. It was then, my Christian sister-in-
law, invited me to return to church with her. At first, | was
very reluctant since | did not feel that God would take me
back as | had abandoned Him for so long. However,
through her persistence, | finally relented and agreed to
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Continue from Page 5

go. | was able to settled at her church and served in the
choir and attended young adult fellowship. However,
even though | was going to church again, | did not feel
God’s presence in my life and was simply going through
the superficial routines and treated church as a social
environment instead of a place of worship.

Several years later | moved to Northern California
due to job relocation, and was introduced to CCIC San
Jose at Newport Ave by some friends and started to go
regularly. Most brothers and sisters were around my
age and were seeking after God. They also expressed
love and care towards others openly (especially towards
new comers.) One young couples had a weekly bible
study at their home with dinner provided. God was able
to transform my life and made it purposeful and mean-
ingful as | joined them. | also attended Friday fellowship
and Sunday services and really enjoyed the love and
care of the church body. | felt like the prodigal son that
had wandered away and that God had opened His:arms
for me and welcomed me home.

| also met my wife Angela at CCIC through a unique
youth group camping trip. We were married a year later
and were blessed with two lovely daughters in the years
ensuing. Meeting Angela and marrying her was truly a
blessing as God was able to provide me with the lasting
relationship and the sense of belonging that | longed for.
Angela was an encouragement to me and helped with
my Christian walk and growth in many ways. For exam-
ple, | had never been very open about praying in public,
but while dating Angela, she would always pray openly
in restaurants and in public. Her example and attitude of
not being ashamed of her faith has helped me learn to
pray openly in public as well.

Since Angela was already serving in the youth group,
| joined her and served together for many years as youth
co-workers until we relocated to CCIC-NV in 1999. We
were recruited by Elder Aleck Lee to join the newly
formed Coffee Talk since they were in need of new peo-
.© > ple to help the group grow. We also started to help out
-+ with the "youth Sunday school program several years
later as:wegot back into the youth ministry.

In 2009 we then had the privilege of being a part of
the church plant in CCIC-TV. Elder Joseph Wong in-
spired me to participate in this once in a lifetime opportu-
nity. He came and spoke to us regarding the purpose of
church plant. He shared that the main reason for the

church plant was to evangelize and make disciples of all
nations (Matt 28:19). This was very scary for me since |
was always very uncomfortable when it came to evan-
gelizing others. As he shared how CCIC started with
one church and how we grew to six churches within 20
years, | finally realized the importance of church plant.

I’'m not the person who can talk to people easily and
evangelize them as some others can do. Therefore, |
thought by participating in the church plant, it would give
me an opportunity to work with new believers and to
overcome my weakness in evangelism. | conferred with
Angela and the kids to see if this was the right thing for
us to do, and they were all very supportive of the idea.

Now that we’ve been at CCIC-TV for over two years,
there are still a lot of challenges ahead of us. Angela
and | are still working with the youth group and focusing
on the youth Sunday school program. We still have
many kids that come on Friday nights but are unable to
come on Sundays. We are hoping that both the parents

»+, and kids will come to realize the importance of attending
.the youth Friday night as well as the Sunday worship
~ programs.

As for my growth in witnessing to others, I've started
to attend the BSF (Bible Study Fellowship) program on a
weekly basis earlier this year (thanks to Angela’s persis-
tence in asking me to attend) and have found it to be
very helpful to learn and study God’s Word. I've also
attended the special BSF session on “How to Share the
Gospel” which proved to be very helpful for me in order
to be better equipped to spread the Good News to oth-
ers.

Thus, | feel that as long as we can put our trust in God
and that “Whatever we do, we’ll work at it with all of our
hearts as working for the Lord and not men” (Col 3:23)
God will take care of all of our needs and He will help
our church to grow and enable me to share the Good
News with boldness and confidence!n@\
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To build up Chinese Christian families in Tri-valley with the Word of God, and
to pass down the love and teachings of Jesus through generations.
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