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Doing household chores, shopping for grocery, pick-

ing up kids...it just doesn’t end, and soon one
would wonder the meaning of being married. On the
other hand, Greek philosopher Socrates’s opinion of
marriage is “by all means marry. If you get a good wife,
you’'ll become happy. If you get a bad one, you'll be-
come a philosopher.”

Is marriage just by chance? Is it really true if you get a
good wife, then you will be truly happy? Katherine Anne
Porter in early 20th century wrote “marriage is the merci-
less revealer, the great white searchlight turned on the
darkest places of human nature.” Should we view mar-
riage as a merciless revealer and be frightened by it?

While the world has many opinions and perceptions
about marriage, the bible has one definite meaning and
purpose of marriage. In Genesis 2:24, it says “For this
reason a man. will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” A
husband and a wife within a marriage both have a com-
mon and defined purpose which is to be “united” togeth-
er and “become one flesh”. This implies not only for the
husband and wife’s physical intimacy but also includes
their spiritual and emotional unions so that they could
complement each other and becoming one flesh. Since
Adam and Eve was the first and only marriage in the
bible that began without sin, they formed the first perfect
union of a married couple before God.

Apostle Paul reiterated this truth in the book of Ephe-
sians and further said, “For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh. This is a profound mystery--
but I am talking about Christ and the church.” Apostle
Paul used the beautiful Christ’'s sacrificial love for the
church to illustrate the love of a husband for the wife in
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which Paul called it “a profound mystery”. When a hus-
band’s love for his wife shines through their marriage,
God’s love is demonstrated and the Lord’s name is be-
ing glorified and radiances outwardly. One of the most
essential goals of marriage is simply to glorify God.

It takes a radical decision to love someone uncondi-
tionally and efforts to actually follow through with that
commitment. At the Fall of mankind, sin has entered into
the world and corrupted the relationship between God
and mankind; therefore, we could no longer be in the
same kind of perfect love within a marriage God once
desired for Adam and Eve. But yet through the power
and intercession of Christ, we can depend on Christ's
abundant grace to love our spouse despite the fact that
we are sinners. For some peculiar reason, it seems eas-
ier to have love and grace on some distant stranger than
to the one who is closest to us — our spouse.

| could recall times the following thoughts had crossed
my mind - doesn’t he know we are in a rush? Or after all
these years, | still have to remind him what | like to eat?
| can easily forgive someone who is late or don’t remem-
ber my preference of food, but | might not be easily for-
given my spouse for making the same mistakes. Per-
haps the problem lies on the fact that | have not fully
understood the immensurable grace of God. Jesus said
this to Apostle Paul in Il Corinthians 12: 9, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-
ness.” If | can begin to comprehend the grace that God
has bestowed upon me on the cross, this understanding
can empower me to forgive others even when I'm reluc-
tant to do so. The choice is definitely mine. We must
realize that sin is a reality around us and the fact is in a
marriage; we have two sinful persons living together and
many selfless efforts must be made to achieve harmony
To Page 6
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Continue from Page 2

to uplift His name. | could remember there were times
that | harbored anger toward my spouse and only realized
later that | had destroyed our marital harmony. In Roman
12:16a, it teaches us “Live in harmony with one anoth-
er.” When we are in obedience to God’s authority, we
can learn to bear all things with love and gradually be
transformed to new heights by God’s mighty hand.

One danger which tears apart a married couple and
damages God'’s intention for marriage is “lies” that Satan
plants in their hearts. After years of marriage, a husband
might conclude that he should have married someone
better than his current spouse and the marriage is a total
mistake. Or a wife might pack her suitcase and leave the
family behind because she has decided to quit. Satan is
the father of lies who lures us believing inhim as it is writ-
ten in John 8:44b, "When he lies, he speaks his native lan-
guage, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Satan is a
skillful liar that he will manipulate and trick us following his
trap, and one-of his ultimate goals is to shatter marriag-
es. As Christians, we ought to rely on God’s wisdom to
distinguish between the “lies” and the “truth” because the
truth sets us free from being a slave of sin. At times, we
tend to enjoy hearing lies because we feel marriage is
such a rough road ahead of us and that the lies provided
temporary relief for us. For some other people, the lies
are so real to the point that they feel they cannot bear
their marital pain anymore. Journalist Helen Rowland
wrote “Marriage is the operation by which a woman’s van-
ity and a man’s egotism are extracted without anesthetic.”
Every marriage has struggles but struggles can make us
become a stronger couple if we decide to walk through it
together with faith. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be ma-
ture and complete, not lacking anything.” James reminds
us that we can develop maturity if we are willing to with-
stand the testing of our faith. In such case, we'’re to face
our marriage struggles positively and joyfully rather than
negatively and sadly. Marriage sanctifies us and it builds
up characters and strength. The fact that.l have to unveil
myself totally before my spouse at all times is an intense
practice but also a needed purification process.

Everyday my marriage life acts as a filter to screen out
the impurities of my life and as a result, Fm becoming a
more refine person that is acceptable to God. A God-
centered marriage develops faith, shapes characters, and
purifies our hearts that together with our spouse; we can
pursuit common visions to glorify His mighty name.

“‘May the Lord endows you with His love and guides
you into His holy presence.”n@\
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*.To build up Chinese Christian families in Tri-valley with the Word of God, and
to pass down the love and teachings of Jesus through generations.
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