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M ISS I O n trip? “Oh yeah, that's where

you go to China or Mexico and tell people about
Jesus, right?” My preconceived notions of mission
trips were simple at best. When | was younger |
always believed that mission trips were always lo-
cated outside the United States, but | soon grew to
learn that this is not the case; although, it was al-
ready too late for me. This presumption of mine
drove me away from the mission field and caused
me to miss out on numerous opportunities to
spread the word of God.

| had great fear of foreign lands because not
knowing the language made me feel lost and that |
had no right to be there, even going to China was a
frightening thought (I wish | had paid more attention
in Chinese school, then | would at least have one
less country to worry about). | was also quite com-
fortable at home being surrounded with people |
knew. | did not want to give these things up even if
only for a week. | loved the familiarity of my posses-
sions, my friends, my bed, and my family. | did not
think at all about what God wanted from me be-
cause | had closed myself off with my worldly
“treasures.” Another thing that held me back from
missions was my school work. | excused myself by
saying that | should focus on school before decid-
ing if | wanted to attend a mission trip. But the prob-
lem was that | had prioritized school above God’s
work and | honestly thought | was doing the better
thing. All this aside, | believed | had already learned
all about missions from speakers and missionary
testimonies at church, so why did | need to go to a
Mission Conference? Well, truthfully, | went be-
cause my family was going and because the house
is very lonely without them. So | tagged along, as a
youngest child normally would, and hopped in the
car. My naive self had no idea at the time that God
was about to convict my heart and turn my life up-
side-down.

My expectations about the Chinese Mission
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Conference was quite shallow. | thought | would
hear about testimonies and listen to random people
preach about mission trips, the usual tale, and |
was not far from the truth. Who wouldn’t talk about
missions at a mission conference? The first night
there included a rather interesting introduction filled
with dancing, singing, and opening prayer. Pretty
typical stuff. The speaker for the night, James
Choung, gave a message about being tied down by
false idols that prevented us from allowing God’s
will to take hold of our life. He allowed us a moment
of reflection which, in short, he had us close our
eyes, visualize our false idols on a rope leash, and
imagine Jesus appearing and taking that leash from
us. James’ visualization exercise was left in the
back of my mind throughout the conference but |
thought nothing of it as | went about my way.

The Mission Conference had many workshops
to attend during the course of our stay. | looked at
the options but nothing stood out to me so | did the
next logical thing; close my eyes, point to a work-
shop, and attend that one regardless of what it was
about. Yes, | chose my workshops completely at
random. | ended up with a workshop about Middle-
Eastern awareness, developing church communi-
ties, and another involving missions to limited ac-
cess nations. Each one | went to | felt something
pulling at my heart as | listened to the stories of
these missionaries. Each story fully of delight, yet
sorrow at the same time. These people change
lives and yearn to reach out to anyone who will
hear their message, the word of truth. | felt the
presence of God in these people who traveled to
places that | was so fearful of, who face persecu-
tion because of their faith, and who give their life to
Christ. How could their faith be so strong? How can
| share God’s love so happily and freely? What is
tying me down? It was God who brought me to
these workshops to show me the life outside my
sheltered world and | believe that God would have



spoken to me through any “random” workshop |
decided to point to.

Reaching the final conclusion of the conference,
we were gathered together for one last message.
At the end when came the altar call, the speaker
gave three separate callings, one for non-believers,
another for renewal of faith, and a final calling to
missions. At this time | did not believe that | would
be answering any of these callings. However, as
the call to missions came up | thought about what it
would be like to be a missionary. | closed my eyes
and prayed to God to tell me if the mission field was
where He wanted me to go and all that came to my
mind was the image of my false idols: games, fear,
school, and anything that | sought after for momen-
tary pleasure. | was holding onto these things with
a hefty rope leash until my visualization of Jesus
came into view, smiling kindly and lovingly. He
stood before me, hands outstretched, and | gave
him the rope in my hands. | had a place at home
but Jesus held it in his hands, | had a comfortable
bed to sleep in but Jesus gave me true security, |

had fear of the unknown but Jesus took them for
me. At that point | didn’t know what | was worrying
about my whole life. God created me, He loves me,
and will protect me. | wanted to show Him that my
faith could not be stopped because | didn’t know
how to speak Chinese. There are numerous people
out there who desperately need to hear the word of
God and | want to be the one to present it. No mat-
ter what problems | face, God will always present a
way for me. | thought God had turned my life up-
side-down when, in fact, He was just putting it back
the way it was before. /ﬁﬁ

My Galn ({FOMN @{E{E@m@ﬂm@

West Coast Chinese Mission Conference
(CMC) 2014 took place in sunny San Diego
during the last few days of 2014, carrying on to the
beginning days of 2015. People gathered from Cal-
ifornia, New York, and even China, ranging from
elementary school to elderlies, all gathered for the
sake of deepening their knowledge on how to
spread the gospel of Jesus. This convention split
off into Chinese, English, Youth, and Children ser-
vices. Each section had multiple speakers who
were missionaries themselves or pastors that
spoke on the concept of evangelism. | attended the
English service, which each day consisted of a
morning and an evening plenary, with various after-
noon workshops.

CIVC

¢ Corrina Tse

Besides those meaningful services and work-
shops, congregating with the body of Christ from all
over the world was especially exciting. Having the
chance to talk directly with missionaries and meet-
ing people with a heart of world mission was also
very rejuvenating. Seeing fellow Christians striving
toward the same goal really encouraged me to
keep my head up and continue doing God’s work.
The environment of CMC also made me reevaluate
my commitment to God, as if God was asking me if
| would be willing to do His work if he called me to,
and whether | would be willing to go to the ends of
the Earth for His sake. It was good to be away from
daily needs back home, so | could focus on God
and His will.&éﬁ
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th;'buiId up Chinese Christian families in Tri-valley with the Word of God, and
to pass down the love and teachings of Jesus through generations.




