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T ransitioning from a student of 17 years to a profes-
4. sional engineer in 1 month undoubtedly came with a
lot of questions, and foremost of them was “what does it
mean to be a Christian in the workplace?” Verses like
Colossians 3:23 popped up in my mind, and | figured
that the best way to be a Christian in the workplace was
to be honest, start a Bible study, and share Christ and
His gospel to my coworkers through conversation and
example, and basically live as a Christian at work. But
there was a lot more | needed to learn in forming a prop-
er biblical understanding of work. Interestingly, the Chi-
nese Missions Conference was an unexpected answer
to this prayer and desire.

One sermon was especially formative in helping me
developing a biblical understanding of work. Though Bill
Hendricks’ sermon was probably the shortest at only 20
or 30 minutes and also unusually scheduled, it was the
most impactful in answering my question. Bill explained
what the Bible taught about work and began by listing
three things work is not. Firstly, work is not a necessary
evil, meaning work is not something that is a means to
an end, like an evil five day torture paid before enjoying
the good life on the weekend. Secondly, work is not a
secular occupation for “second-class Christians” worth
only to support the “true workers of God” such as mis-
sionaries and pastors. Thirdly, work is not simply a place
to live out your Christian life and evangelize only, while
ignoring the product or services of the company and
ignoring the work itself.

How Dib My VIEW OF
WORK CHanGED?
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Though the workplace can and should be used to live
out the Christian life and fulfill the Great Commission to
make disciples of all nations wherever we are, Bill stated
that work primarily is this: work is a blessing instituted by
God Himself (Gen 2:15) before sin entered the world,
meaning that work is inherently good. Work was de-
signed for man to make the earth fruitful and to establish
God’s reign over His creation through man’s steward-
ship of God’s creation and therefore, good work brings
glory to God by fulfilling His command and purpose. This
smashed my idea of using work as a place to only evan-
gelize and belittle the work that | did altogether, and in-
stead | was pointed to the reality that God Himself insti-
tuted work and wants work done well for His glory.

After the Chinese Mission Conference, my under-
standing of work continued to sharpen as | continued to
think about work from a biblical perspective. | began to
wonder why work was so often monotonous and difficult
even though it was inherently good. | learned from an
older brother in Christ that in Genesis 3:17-19, God pro-
nounced a curse over Adam because of his disobedi-
ence and made work difficult, toilsome, and painful for
all mankind, lasting to this day. Though work is good, it
became difficult, and this truth was a comfort to me.

As my understanding of work continues to be sharp-
ened by the Bible, | have a greater desire to do all things
for God’s glory, especially in my work. Because God
created and ordained work, it is inherently good, is in-
tended for all people, and is an expression of God’'s
reign on the earth through His people. Work is not easy
but toilsome and difficult, but the work | do and how | do
it can bring Him glory. Yet there is a hope past the toil
and | am comforted in the fact for all those who love
God, our present and eternal rest is in Christ Jesus our
Lord. May we continue to faithfully steward God’s earth
for His glory in our work as we continue to do all things
in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. .
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»To build up Chinese Christian families in Tri-valley with the Word of God, and to
pass down the love and teachings of Jesus through generations.




