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< Joshua Wu

‘(!')uring the YWAM trip, we were encouraged to
share our testimonies, and | really thank God
for giving me the chance to share mine with you
all.

Matthew 7:13-14 says, "Enter in through the
narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and many are those
who enter through it. Because narrow is the gate
and constricted is the way that leads to life, and
few are those who find it." Are you having trouble
starting your walk with Jesus or staying on the
narrow path?

I've always been a church kid, but during my
middle school years | had trouble staying in the
church life. | veered off the road, consumed by my
own emotions and worldly lusts. Here's a short
story: back in my old church, we had Saturday
night meetings for the young people. | remember
once when | was in 6th grade, my parents were
sending me on my way to the meeting. However, |
didn't really know anybody there that well and |
thought it was a waste of time. | started crying
and complaining so that | didn't have to go. But by
God's grace, l've found friends at church and
Christian friends at school. | feel this really en-
couraged me to strengthen my bond in Jesus and
continue going to church. This reminds me of one
of my favorite verses: "But flee youthful lusts, and
pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” (ll
Timothy 2:22). The verse really described my situ-
ation and helped me rethink my decisions. Now
that | depend solely on Jesus, | do not follow the
tide of the world. | am able to keep myself in
check. | fellowship daily with buddies from my old
church, reading a chapter and memorizing a
verse each day. My friend at school encourages
me to attend the Christian club. | know that what-
ever struggles | maﬁce, the Lord can resolve.

r

~

At the end of the day, God
ill provide what you need to
eep you on the path. In my
ase, having friends in
hurch really encouraged me
oto stay and turn towards
*God. Now | propose to you:

eek friends to fellowship

ith. Allow Jesus to trans-
s R orm each one of your lives.

4 But wait! I'm not done yet.

mentioned that | had friends
in ' my old church, but what about here? I'll be hon-
est, | was reluctant coming to this Tri Valley
church at first because just like the old one, |
knew very few people. However, | just went
through an incredible bonding experience, and
that was the YWAM Mexico trip. | really got to
know the other team members a lot more than |
ever could by just attending the Friday night meet-
ings, we discovered common interests, got more
chances to talk, etc. so now |

can say that | am proud to
be part of CCIC. Strength-
ened friendships weren't
the only things that came
out of YWAM.

| honestly felt that it was
really humbling doing physi-
cal labor to help those who were
less fortunate, and really helped me appreciate all
that God has provided for me. It was also really
touching to see God's people in Mexico worship-
ing with all their heart and all their soul despite
having such a small room on Sunday. It just goes
to show that the church is not a physical building,
but the followers of Christ who make it up.

Joshua A

However, | think the most impactful event all
trip and maybe all year was on Wednesday night.
We were to write down our sins, idols we placed
above God, on pieces of paper and put them in a
bag. The staff then acted out a skit of Jesus' Cru-
cifixion, and proceeded to burn the bag in a
campfire. We all gathered around, some people
went up to share their thoughts, others were cry-
ing and hugging each other. It was a very emo-
tional moment and | was deeply moved. | had
been struggling with sins a lot. But when | saw
that bag burn, | felt like a huge pressure had been
lifted. Now, when | try to turn to sin again, | can
remember that stuff is gone! It's dead, burned in
the fire! Jesus has set me free!

’
b
Overall, the Mexico mission trip was a great
experience and if you haven't. gone yet, | urge you

to try it. God bless you all. &,
Q- rI
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