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attended the YWAM Mexico trip this summer. At

first I don’t know why | wanted to attend the trip,
but somehow | knew that God wanted me to go. Alt-
hough | missed the deadline of the initial sign ups, a
few weeks before the trip, there were exactly two
spots opened up for me and my sister!

At the beginning, | did not expect a lot of the trip.
First | was stopped by the TSA at the airport for
wearing Crocs, then | fell asleep most of the way
there. However, as | reflect more, the trip turned out
to be the most impactful event | have encountered in
my entire Christian life.

The mission base was very nice and the staff
there were very kind and caring. On the first night,
they recreated Jesus dying on the cross for us, and
that affected me throughout the whole trip. It showed
the pain and struggle that Christ endured leading to
His death on the cross. Though | always knew Jesus
died for me on the cross, but | never felt the extent
that | needed to feel until the simulation. That night, |
felt unworthy to have God sent His Son just for me
and my sins, and that was when the worship team
played Reckless Love. | remember this as the first
time | truly listened to the song lyrics and interpreted
them the way | should because someone blocked
the screen. The song had the lyrics “Oh the over-
whelming never ending reckless love of God, Oh it
chases me down, fights till I'm found, leaves the 99,
Oh | couldn’t earn it, | don’t deserve it, still You give
Yourself away.” From this song, | realized how much
God loved me and began wondering why | spent all
my life wanting others to show me love when God
has shown His love for me in more ways than one.

The day of downtown outreach in this trip also
changed my Christian life. It started out with my
team going there to pray for people. We met a wom-
an holding a baby who asked for us to pray for her to
be able to afford milk for her baby. Another woman
wanted us to pray for her son who has lung cancer,
and she wanted him to be able to get better and get
a job. It hurt to see all these men, women, and chil-
dren on the streets, and | came to the realization that
giving them money, clothes, or milk wouldn’t matter
because all of that was temporary. The gift of prayer
is the best gift to give, for God can supply everything
for them. As the day went on, events got worse in
terms of ugly crying. Blue team saw a man named
Francisco on the beach, and | was able to talk to him
and pray for him. He had a drinking addiction and |
could see he was struggling as he was surrounded
by others who were drunk.

Francisco made a rose out of palm leaves which
showed how much he was willing to give and the big
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heart he had. | talked to him about how if we were
grains of sand at the beach, God would look
through every single grain to find us, to adopt us as
His child, and to let us know His love for us. As |
shared with Francisco, | was blabbing and had no
control over what was coming out of my mouth, until
it struck me that God was speaking through me.
God spoke through me when | prayed for people
downtown, as | prayed for Francisco and his drunk
friends, and as | talked with Francisco. At that mo-
ment, | wanted to declare God as my Father and my
faith for Him, from everything | learned from that day
and everything | had experienced. As | was think-
ing, Father God worked His miracle and there so
happened to be a baptism occurring right at the
beach that we were at. | knew | wanted to be bap-
tized after everything | learned here at Mexico and
all of my knowledge of God accumulated from my
past, and this was my opportunity to do so, and this
is the story of how | got baptized in an ocean in
Mexico by a church from Alaska (don’t search up
pictures of my baptism because | cried a lot).

There at the YWAM base that night as | was tak-
ing a shower in the bacteria water, | looked back
and realized, who am | to feel bad for Francisco, the
women, men, and children downtown, and Francis-
co’s friends, when God has a plan for every single
one of them? To pity and worry for those people
was to doubt God’s plan for each of them, and that
He will bless them and set them a path to follow.

On the final night at YWAM, all the girls went to
the roof to spend our remaining time there, and |
was able to reflect and to know that God blessed
me with a community of girls united by His love.
That night we bonded and marveled at all God has
done for us and all the nature and creation that sur-
rounded us.

Through this trip, | realized that God has a plan
for me, that | am loved so much and so is everyone
else, and that beans are not good for my stomach. |
also learned that Cheetos puffs are called Cheetos
puffs in Mexico. The food was great and the events
planned were amazing and equally impactful, with
every day containing something new. YWAM let me
do active evangelism and spread the Gospel, and
see a reason WHY the Gospel has to be spread to
all these children and adults.

Mexico not only changed me spiritually and
strengthened my relationship with God, but also
physically, because | am a lot more tan. Overall,
YWAM has been very impactful and changed my
perspective and attitude about the troubles that |
face and reinforced my faith in God. &,
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