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CCIC-TV’s
first youth pastor!

Things change when people start conversations that begin with the
immortal words: “What if?” That’s what a fellowship of Chinese believers
in 1969 was wondering, what might be possible, and grew into the CCIC
churches of today. They knew their love and faith in Christ would grow
and felt a burden. A burden that led to 9 CCIC churches throughout the bay
area. Where worship is cocooned in the spheres of education, discipleship,
and fellowship. In that spirit of “What if”, we were born some 10 years ago

to hear the call of the opportunities that God presents in the tri-valley area.

Here in Impact we have been blessed to be a part of the vision that
brought CCIC into the Tri-valley. We have seen God’s blessings first hand
and we have seen the ministry grown from year to year, affecting the lives
of Chinese youth by bringing them together in the body of Christ. Where a
culture of change is established; so that whole life discipleship becomes the
norm for every youth believer with the church’s vision of bringing light to

our immigrant communities all across tri-valley a reality.

We are a catalyst for Worship. Impact has made it possible for
youth to come and use their talents and skills for believers to come togeth-
er. Working in the ministries of Praise, AV, Communion, and Service has
been eye-opening, energizing, and envisioning for those who serve. With
attitude of gratitude in the hearts of all, Impact is a partnership of youth,
coworkers, and the church. We all make things possible by working togeth-
er. Making things work takes a real depth of understanding and years of
experience. So, congratulations on this first decade and to those who made
it happen. May God bless us all in all that which lie ahead as we continue

to pray that God will draw people to himself.

On the cusp of the 10th anniversary of our church, there is so much

to celebrate. With God’s help and great leadership, the congregation of

Chinese Church in Christ, Tri-Valley 10th Anniversary @




Pastor Howard Lee
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CCIC-TV and Impact
Youth have truly creat-
ed something beautiful.
Even more beautiful, is
the love with which you
fill our Church, and the
love that spills forth from
it into the world! Wheth-
er it's serving on a short-
term mission trip, serv-
ing food at St. Anthony’s
in the city, meeting com-
munity needs, or fellowship here in the tri-valley area, God is moving us.
It is an honor for me to be a part that great effort with all of you. As you
read this, I am filled with awe and wonder as to how God’s grace has truly

blessed our church plant in the last 10 years.

I am profoundly grateful for the opportunity to serve the Kingdom
of God side-by-side with you. And certainly, our work is not finished.
Please continue to pray for me - as I do for you - that we might recommit
ourselves to the hard work of love. May we remember that it truly does
matter how we treat each other; and that God is always with us. Let’s con-
tinue to love, pray, and serve one another in the name of Jesus. May he be
the center of all our lives!!! This anniversary reminds us that as Christians,
people living in the midst of the world’s history are looking simultaneously
forward and backward. Our look back at first decade of this congregation’s
life gives us courage and hope for the next decade. Let’s continue strong
in serving, loving, learning, growing, maturing into the image of Christ,

because the best is yet to come!
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Heartfelt Words to
Tri Valley CCIC

It is a great joy for me to greet you in the name of
the Lord Jesus and to share a few thoughts with you as
you celebrate Tri Valley’s 10th Anniversary.

For those who do not know me, here are a few
words to introduce myself.

My parents came from Germany to serve in Chi-
na as missionaries about 95 years ago. I was born in
Guizhou in 1931 and born again in Shanghai in 1945. So
with German DNA and Made in China, [ became a US
citizen. Yet I still feel that China is my home country.
My wife and I have lived and ministered as missionar-
ies on five continents for the past 65 years, but my heart
has always belonged to Chinal!

For that reason, I feel closely connected with you. For the past 28 years I have had the
privilege of fellowship and ministry in all of our CCiC churches. We both feel very much at
home with you.

As you celebrate, allow me to share these few thoughts with you:

A Word of Thanksgiving, A Word of Encouragement, and A Word of Challenge.

1. A Word of Thanksgiving

I thank God for the teachers God has raised up to give you instruction in the Word of
God. You, at Tri Valley, have been richly blessed as you have been taught principles to live by
as found in the Scriptures. I am sure that you realize that the Bible was not primarily given to
us to provide us with information (we do need that), but it was given to change our life-style.
And as the seed has been planted in your lives, as it has been watered, GOD MADE IT GROW.
No one else but God could do that! And today we rejoice together in this.

2. A Word of Encouragement

We are living in the Last Days and the Return of our Lord Jesus is drawing close. All
signs in our world are pointing in this direction. Matt. 24 gives us these signals: Wars, Famines,
Earthquakes, Increase in Crime, Godlessness, Deception and Persecutions can be seen all across
the world. America, once brimming with the bright light of the gospel has become a godless
nation flagrantly violating every one of His commands and promoting every kind of evil. And
all of this is invading our churches as well. Even Jesus warned us that the “love of most will
grow cold.” In Revelation 12 we are warned that Satan is “filled with fury because he knows
that his time is short.” Therefore, more than ever we need to be alert and stand firm in our faith
and resist the devil. Do not allow yourselves to fall asleep and become passive. If you do, you
will become an immediate target of the enemy eager to deceive you and cause you to abandon
the faith. Pray for one another, encourage one another, love one another.

Chinese Church in Christ, Tri-Valley 10th Anniversary @



Dr. Hans M. Wilhelm

(Retired Missionary, Former CIM Associate Director,
Mt View CCIC Pastoral Advisor 1992-1994)

3. A Word of Challenge

Today, I want to challenge you in your ministry to look beyond your own people and
your own country, even though the needs are very great. Christ gave the Great Commission
to the whole church, in every country. This means that Chinese believers must also become

B S N St

involved in the worldwide task of the proclamation of the Good News concerning Jesus Christ
and the kingdom of God. Matthew 24:14.

My parents came to China for that very purpose. Because they, and many other mission-
aries, came to China, the seed of the gospel was sown and today’s church in China is a result
of those early pioneers. Just as they did this, so the Chinese church in America today must also
respond in taking this message around the world.

I am firmly convinced that God has raised up
the Chinese church to become that messenger to the
nations. As I have travelled the world, I have seen Chi-
nese businessmen in every part of the world. When
I asked them why they had come and given up their
homes, their families, and friends, their reply generally
was: This is a good place to make money! This entre-
preneurial spirit needs to be captured for the sake of
the gospel. I believe that the Chinese people can be-
come the greatest missionary force in history because
of this. While doors have closed to many western mis-
sionaries, they are at present wide open to people from
China. Chinese missionaries are accepted in many

countries where western missionaries are not.

I realize that there are obstacles. There always
have been obstacles placed into our paths by the god of
this world who does not want the light of the gospel to
penetrate a darkened world. But as we seek to obey His
command, we will discover that God will open doors. More than 20 years ago, I started to pray
that God would raise up 10,000 Chinese missionaries (Matthew 9:38) to respond to the Great
Commission. Some have responded and have gone. Will you join me in praying for that?

My challenge to you today is that from among you there will be those who are gripped
by this missionary challenge and shoulder that responsibility along with thousands of others
from around the world.

As you stay committed to the Scriptures in obedience, as you respond to the Holy Spir-
it’s direction in your lives, and as your hearts and minds are engaged in loving God and one
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another, may our Loving God continue to bless Tri Valley more than ever before.
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CCIC-TV Youth Group
Reflection for the past 10 years

I still recall when we planted our CCIC-TV church and youth group

10 years ago. We had no more than 15 youth along with our four youth

co-workers that teamed up to lead what is now known as “CCIC-TV Youth

Impact.” We used one of our youth co-worker’s homes in Pleasanton for

our Friday night fellowships and worshiped on Sundays at a rented local
hotel ballroom. Ah, those were the good old days!

Well, God blessed our whole church over the course of the next three

years. Brothers and sisters along with youth and children all did more than

their share to pitch in with

the prep work (e.g., moving

sound equip-

ments, setting up chairs) along with any
other chores that needed to be done. Mostimportantly, people kept invit-
ing others to come to our new church to hear and share the gospel.

Our overall weekly church congregation grew from 50 people or so
to more than 200 people with 30+ youth on average within this short peri-
od. We were also blessed to be able to purchase our own church building
in 2003. This was accomplished not only with the grace of God along with
the help of our mother church and other CCIC churches. In addition, a
good part of the fund was raised with the generous offerings and loans
provided by our own church brothers and sisters that enabled us to move
into what is now our current location in Pleasanton.

Our youth continued to grow physically as well as spiritually. Most
of them were dedicated to prayers, studying of God’s Words, as well as

attended and served in the youth fellowship on a regular basis. In 2014,
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they surprised the adults by arrang-
ing a parent & teacher appreciation
dinner where they cooked, served,
performed, wined and dined all the
adults which were so memorable!
We did encounter some chang-
es and challenges along the way as
we continued to grow in the next
few years. We lost one of our key
youth-coworkers in late 2015 as she
was called to move on to other endeavors. However with God’s grace, we
managed to stay united and one-hearted and kept going with the strength
of the Word from 1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my dear brothers and
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not
in vain.”

As we come upon our 10th year anniversary, it is hard to believe that
most of the youth that started with us are either in college, working or some
having even gotten married. We know that there are some youth that may
not have kept their faith but we pray that God will not forsake them. We
are glad on the other hand that we do have a good number of youth that
have continue their faith and walk with Christ. This is what gives us joy,
pleasure, honor and privilege to serve in this youth ministry as we see the
youth being nurtured and grow.

Finally, we are blessed that God has provided us with a youth pastor
last year after so many years of searching and waiting to lead us. We are
also blessed and proud for the first
time to have more youth that was
baptized than the adult congrega-
tion in our last baptism ceremony.

Therefore, our youth are in good
hands at CCIC-TV Impact and
that they will continue to thrive

and bear fruit in the years ahead.
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Here are the voices of our youth, past and present. They
were surveyed on their experience and asked about what
they hope to gain or do in their ministry. Their journey is
sometimes joyful, but sometimes hurtful. Growth can be
painful and out of the bitter sweetness, the deeper they ex-
perience the full character of our living and unfailing God.
The color of the text indicates the number of years that youth
has attended CCIC-TV. Violet is 0 - 3 years| Blue is 3 - 7| and
Red is 7+ years. Contributors: (Name, No. of attendance years,
Grade) Lucy Wei, <1, 7th| Tiffany Kuo, 1-2, 9th | Emma Ka, 1-2,
8th| Eric Dong, 10+, 11th| April Gong, 10+, 8th| Elaine Guan,
10+, 8th| Charles Jin, 2-3, 8th| Nathan Lee, 2-3, 7th| Timothy
Lee, 2-3, 11th| Emily Yang, 3-4, 9th| Anthony Chen, 3-4, 7th |
Grace Huang, 3-4, 7th| Evan Yang, 5-6, 12th| Jodie Cai, 5-6,
7th| James Fu, 5-6, 11th| Lena Liu, 5-6, 9th| Jerry Lai, 6-7,
>12th| Kevin Woo, 6-7, >12th| Joseph Chiu, 6-7, 8th| Grace
Chen, 7-8, 10th| James Ren, 7-8, 7th| Emily Lu, 7-8, 9th| Lucy
Huang, 7-8, >12th| Luke Chen, 7-8, 10th| Timothy Chen, 7-8,
9th| Jason Wu, 8-9, 8th| Paul Chen 8-9, 7th | Kelvin Zhang 8-9,
8th| Lisa Liu, 9-10, 10th

Chinese Church in Christ, Tri-Valley 10th Anniversary @




Pretty ok, Fum and exciting but also educational. Greater faith n Christ, Relatively good. A passion for Jesus. Tt's a really good
experience becanse there are many supportive people. Gained knowledge and experience. Hope o gain fulfilliment. To set an example
in the world. So far, my experience in outh has been amazing. Wy very first youth retreat has been incredible. Tt's really inspiring

to see older kids +to have such a close relationship with God. Church has been even wore of a place where T want o be. Tw
dnurchyouth, T met my amazing friends in whom T can confide in. T +rust these friends and have shared their sadvess and
happiness. Youth mivistry has alse been really fun with all the fum activities that our wonderful youth workers have planned.

Greater interpretation of the Bible. Everyone is vice :). Up and down. Can be very tiring and laborions but also very inspiring at
times. Helped me solidify wy faith early on. T+ has been very impactful and greatly changed my life. T aaived a closer relationship

with God. T see God in a different light and that's turned wy life around! Wy experience in youth ministry was itially 4 little
awkward, T felt sort of out of place sivce T didu't 9o to the same school as everyone. Fun experience and also provides a great
time to grow closer +o (God and learn more about him. T think we have a vice worship and everything, but our church isn't very
close. And T feel like the youth worship training class was the ouly time all high schoolers could conmect and learn from each other.
Within youth, there’s definitely been many ups and downs, T love the people in the vouth ministry and our leaders are amazing, but
we'Ve had our fair share of conflicts and problems. However, overall my Fime in youth has been amazing and T really hope it gets
better. I really appreciate everything all the youth co-workers have done. CCIC-TV has allowed +o form a foundation of faith in
which T have been able o build upon n college. T+ was a place where T felt at home, and T wish T could say this is true even now,
but T canmot anymore. T don't feel the same community that T had felt in the past. T sivcerely hope that the preaching on

Sundays will continue +o focus solely on Seripture and lead these middle school and high school kids properly, pointing them back +o
God n everything they do and helping them understand the magnitude of God's grace and love. Youth mivistry was sightful and

helpful. T grew more closer +o God and learned wore about him. Tt's cool T guess. Educational. Interesting. T+ was fun being
around everyone and +he chureh had many fun events. T hope that I can be able +o grow more closer +o people from church and
also have a strong relationship with God. T staged n CCIC becanse T wanted to encourage the youth to stick +o their faith, to
encourage one another o matter what, There is vo such thing as a perfect church but there is a perfect God who we serve and
who we praise with all our hearts, Paul stated in 1 Timothy to vot let anjone look down on you becanse vou are voung. The vouth
have opivions and they do have a desire +o grow. Brings me closer +o God and T get +o know him better. T have gained faith and

love between my friends at church. Community. T hope to further gain spiritual support in my walk through Christ and have
people in the ministry that T can rely on for help. The youth ministry has taught me a lot of new things that about Christ that

T haven't really known before. The pastors and co-workers have been helping me +o keep going and knowing more about Jesus. A
strong bond with God and be closer +o the people at this church, T hope to gain more support and get closer +o more people v this

mivistry. I hope to gain wisdom and T have gained the knowledge that Jesus loves me. T want to grow aw intimate relationship
with God. T also want +o grow a stronger faith by reading the Bible and praying. Our youth group has been very eventful. T hope
to gain a strong relationship with God and eventually get baptized. Hope +o gain more communityl We need more bonding. T learned

to love being at church. T also got baptized here. T have gaived a stronger relationship with God and a deeper understanding of
his word and what he wants us to do. T hope to learn more about practical situations that apply more specifically to teenagers. A
closer relationship to god. T hope o gain a better kuowledge of Christ, and hopefully become his disciple soon, while alse getting to
know my brothers and sisters. Dynamic, impactful, set the foundation for my faith but it was also hindered in ways. T have gained
friendships and built upow relationships with both adults and the youth, as well as important lessons in faith throughout my time

there. Hopefully one day, T hope +o be able to call CCIC-TV my home church again. Wy experience in the youth mivistry has been

fun avd exciting. Tt had great impact on my life. T learned that T camot serve through my own strength. I canvot please

everyone and that there are different ways to serve. T serve +o serve the God who is constant, all powerful, almighty, and Holy,
T am still not quite sure if T will return becanse of the wature of our church n that Adults are on the Wandarin service and youth

are in the Ewglish side. As a young adult, CCIC is very lacking in young adults and so it is very difficult to return to CCIC. T have

H et TR St
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learved the right way to worship God. Youth has been a smooth transition and the Pastor has brought lots more excitement to g
our community, T hope to learn more about praver and offering. T have gained wore knowledae abourt the Lord and ways to follow
in his path. It's beew very eve opening about Christ and that he loves us. Eventful. T have gained friends and knowledae abont ;E\
Christianity. During the past few vears at charch has beew very fruitful because T got to grow more closer +o (God. Wy experience (3
has been a lot of ups and downs. Tn the beginning the youth group had a very stroug older brother/older sister to ounger ?;
brotheryounger sister relationship where older youth would lead the younger vouth. They had more shared experiences and we =
related more o each other in our struggles and day to day. At that time I discovered T was a child of God and foumd the beanty +
of the Gospel. The structure of the youth changed from older brotheryounger brother relationship +o Adubt to youth structure. 1
T+ was hard for us vouth o lead without guidance. T wish o get baptized and help serve on youth ministry. T think that T've 2
matured a lot through wy experience in youth from the kid T was, spiritually and emotionally. T really hope by the time T have to ‘4\
20 off to college (kinda soon) T aet to a point where my faith is strong evough to last through college and the rest of my life. Tt oy
has beew real poppin’ ﬁ
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How | am thankful to serve
on the Mission Committee!

When Ivy invited me to join to
serve on the mission committee, my
eyes were opened for a first time to
see the important role this committee
plays in the church as a whole.

It's easy to assume that everyone
in the church will naturally take part
in mission work. But
the reality is that liv-
ing in obedience to
God’s mission takes
intentionality.

I see this group
of brothers and sisters
serving on the mis-
sion committee not
only focus on how to
give intentional care
and to reach out to the
missionaries with words, but they also
go out in person to visit missionaries
to understand their needs and chal-
lenges on the field by participating in
different short-term mission trips.

There is just something effective
about this group of people focused on
how the whole church can accomplish
the great commission.

Through events like the Wednes-
day night prayer meeting, Mission
Sundays or Annual Church Mission
Conference, the mission committee
shares with the entire church on what
God’s people are doing all over the

Angela Koh

world.

Missionaries supported by our
church are often invited to visit the
congregation to share their work. The
church congregation gains the oppor-
tunity to ask questions and hear many
life transformation stories.

Missionaries sac-

rifice a lot to follow

God’s calling. They

could also feel dis-

connected from the

church family they

brothers
and sisters on the

love. Our
mission  committee
find ways to stay con-
nected to missionaries
and help our church
Home Groups pray for them and pro-
vide care packages during holidays.

Whether locally or globally, the
world around us needs Jesus. Casting
a vision for mission allows our church
congregation to grasp our church’s
missional focus and discover how
they can help fulfill it.

I thank God for giving me this
opportunity to serve along with these
God loving brothers and sisters.

Hebrews 6:10: God is not unjust;
he will not forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you have helped
his people and continue to help them.
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Reflections from a CCIC-TV

missions trip to South Africa

Introduction

Ever since I graduated from Western Seminary
(in December of 2017), I wanted to join the short-term
missions team (my last trip was in 2007 to South Ko-
rea). Our trip to South Africa was from December 25,
2018 to January 8, 2019. We had nine of us from three
different sister churches of CCIC, and the following is
a summary of the highlights of this trip.
Before the Trip

The trip was headed by one of the CCIC’s el-
ders, Johnson Lee, and he preached most of the time
to the Mandarin congrega-
tion. We had four months
of “training” prior to the
trip. We separated into three
groups. One group for the
adult meeting, one for the
youth, and one for the tod-
dler plus infants. In each
meeting, for preparation, we
rehearsed on what we intend
to do - such as special topics,
ice-breaking activities, personal testimonies, etc. Some-
times, we received advice from experienced leaders
who joined our meetings to inform us as to what we
should pay attention to. The preparation intensified as
it drew closer to the date of our departure. As a result,
our meetings were held as frequently as every week-
end.
Owur Trip to Cape Town

On December 25, nine of us gathered at San Fran-
cisco airport and departed on British Airways. After
about ten hours of flight, we landed at Heathrow air-
port. I had never been to the United Kingdom though
I was born in the British Colony of Hong Kong and
once held a UK. passport. Heathrow airport gave me
a sense of how Britain would look like - many people
with the British accent, a modern airport, English tea
in decorated double deck bus tins; and surprisingly I
found Starbucks also. Though we did not see the po-
licemen with their distinctive British bobby helmets,
nevertheless it gave me a full sensation of Britain, and

Robert Chu

hopefully I can visit it more thoroughly in the future.

From there, we took another eleven-hour flight to
South Africa. The flight was quite smooth, and I almost
did not experience any unexpected turbulence in the
latest 787 Dreamliner. After collecting our luggage, my
first impression of South Africa is its timeless waiting,
for it took us another three hours upon arrival to get
our car. The reason was that our van had not arrived
even though we made a booking reservation before-
hand. Then, after putting all our luggage into our van,
another unfamiliar experience was that for we needed

to “pay” for “parking” for
the leased van. Interest-
ingly, whenever you are
about to drive away your
car anywhere in South
Africa, someone may cor-
dially clean your wind-
shield or help load your
luggage. Thereafter, they
request your tipping. The
other occasion was when
we were in a grocery store and was demanded to give
tips because someone kindly “guarded” our car.

Our weekend retreat started a day after our ar-
rival. It was held in an outdated facility owned by a
Christian organization. The retreat was led by two lo-
cal churches. Dr. David Wong from Taiwan (who grew
up in South Africa) headed the camp with the help of
Pastor Wu from Pretoria for this event. In it, Abraham
(from our CCIC’s sister church) and I shared a four by
ten feet room like a cell in a long brick house with one
bunk bed on one side and a single bed on the other. I
slept on the single bed with my back sagged low and
my legs highly elevated. Each night I had to incon-
veniently walk down the hall to use the bathroom a
distance away in the middle of the night. However, as
deplorable as the facility was, a few things were quite
extraordinary. First, the facility had a pair of horses.
They were essentially “lawn mowers” and were ac-
companied by a “too friendly” dog, which greeted us
with a non-stop wagging tail. Second was our friendly
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cook, who is a seventeenth generation white South Af-
rican. At one time, I saw his wife holding a curly hair
baby and so I asked him about the black boy. He told
me he had three kids of his own; however, he adopted
another three black children. He wanted to “give back”
to their country by raising orphans. I then understood
how Christianity changes the perspective of charity -
love your neighbor as yourself, and this is particularly
true in South Africa.

In our three day weekend retreat, we met with
four to five families from Cape Town. Each morning
we had our devotion followed by a morning and after-
noon singing, preaching, and small group discussions.
In one of the discussion sessions, I met a gentleman
who was a machinist and who was confused about
baptism. His wife had accepted Christ for more than
three years, but when I asked him why he did not want
to receive baptism, he explained that he had to wait
until he “improved” his living. In other words, he be-
lieved that he needed to become a better person first as
a criteria for baptism. When I reasoned with him, I told
him that his jobs as a machinist making plastic prod-
ucts did not require him to go far into detail regarding
how the machine worked. I told him he needn’t spend
a long time in research and development on the ma-
chine before using it to make products. His purpose
was simply to just operate it. Likewise I told him that
was similar to baptism - not that we already know it all
or have attained “holiness”, but that it is merely a start-
ing point of our public profession of faith of what has
taken place inside us after putting our trust in Christ
for redemption.

Owur Trip to Pretoria

We flew from Cape Town on South Africa Air-
ways to Johannesburg. The flight took two hours. Be-
fore we left, we were told not to put any easily sellable
items in our luggage, such as an iPad or their chargers
because they might be “lost” - employees of the airline
might open the luggage to steal. After a lot of warnings
about the trip to Pretoria, we were cautious wherev-
er we went. Johannesburg was a little distance from
Pretoria, where we stayed. Our groups were separated
into two - one stayed in Pastor Wu's house and the
other in the house of Dr. Wong's parent. We kept such
an arrangement until we left South Africa.

The first day in Johannesburg, we visited a few
Chinese store owners. One place I went was downtown
Rustenburg which resembled the Chinatown in San
Francisco. Security bar framed windows lined up one
after another from store to store. The families we vis-

ited were from Fuzhou and they came to South Africa
to open shops selling clothes, solar panels, televisions,
Chinese herb medicine, and other merchandise. Most
of them were Christians and few were seekers. We
prayed for them in their shops while they kept their
eyes open to watch the merchandise as there were a
lot of thieves. On another day, after visitation we went
to a Chinese restaurant for a dinner party prepared by
the church members. There were a least four tables full
of adults and their children. After dinner, we went to
a service at a leased local church and ran the worship
event for the evening. In this trip to Pretoria, we did
several such visitations and services before going to
our last retreat.

In our last week, we held another retreat and this
time it was at a better equipped facility. Evangelist
Gou who was from Hong Kong and who grew up in
South Africa hosted it together with Pastor Wu. I also
shared a room with Abraham and our room was a lot
more comfortable with indoor plumbing. Since this
camp was a lot larger with more people attending, I
had to take care of the youth program. Our youth had
a separate place for our gathering. Each day we had
a devotion followed by morning sermons and work-
shops. Our youth composed of veterinarian to dental
students, high-schoolers and middle-schoolers. With
the help of Guang Li, we ran the programs for youth
preaching on two topics - How to face uncertainty for
now; and future based on the life of Joseph and Daniel.
[ also gave my testimony on my marriage in one of the
Mandarin meetings. The retreat closed on Sunday after
another worship service. We left with promises that we
should be in touch with each other and reluctantly de-
parted from the camp.

My Impression of the Trip

Because it had been almost eleven years ago that I
last participated in our church short-term mission, this
trip has given me a good impression of the needs of
the gospel in South Africa. In Cape Town, the church
is small because they do not have a full-time minister
to lead the church (I heard from Dr. Wong that they
would think of using video recording for their Sunday
worships). In Pretoria, Pastor Wu and Evangelist Gou
ran their churches which are more established than
those in Cape Town. The Chinese, consisting of shop
owners or professionals, were hungry for the gospel.
They attend church in spite of coming from different
denominations because they want to hear God’s word.
Such hunger helps me understand the urgent needs of
God’s work in South Africa.
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The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day
after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no
speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all
the earth, their words to the ends of the world. ~ Psalm 19:1-4

I lift up my eyes to the mountains - where does my help come from? My help comes
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip - he who watch-
es over you will not slumber. ~ Psalm 121:1-3
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